KANTURK UNION. 




RETURN to an Order of the Honourable The House of Commons, 
dated 20 February 1852 ; for, 



A STATEMENT “ of the Number of Persons who have become Blind, 
or who have lost the Sight of One Eye, or whose Sight has become 
permanently Impaired in the Workhouses of the Kanturk Union during 
the present and past Year ; distinguishing the Number in each Year 

“ COPIES of any Medical Reports which have been made by Order 
of the Poor Law Commissioners on the Prevalence of Eye Diseases, 
their Treatment, and the probable Causes of their Virulence in these 
Workhouses 

" And, Dates and Extracts of Copies or Reports made to the 
Commissioners by Poor Law Inspectors, calling tlieir Attention to 
the Prevalence of this Disease in the Union, and of Resolutions of the 
Board of Guardians on the Subject.” 



(Sir Denham Norreys.J 



Poor-Law Commission Office, Dublin, 
10 April 1852. 



} 



W. STANLEY, 
Secretary. 



Ordered , by The House of Commons, to be Printed, 21 April 1852. 



STATEMENT of tlie Number of Persons who hare become Bund, or who have lost the Sight 
of One Eye, or whoso Sight has becotno permanently Impaired in tbc Workhouses of Kanturk 
Union during the present and the past Year j distinguishing the Number in each Year. 



PERIOD. 


Total Number 
of 

Persons affected | 
with Disease ' 

during ' 

each Period. 


1 Number 
such Persons 
became Blind 
each Period. 


Number of 
such Persons 
who 

Lost the Sight 1 
of One Eye 
during 
each Period. 


Number of 

1 Sight'hecamo 
permanently 
Iinpaired during 
oueli Period.* 


j 

| Observations. 


Year ended 31st Do-j 
comber 1851 - -J 


2,404 


48 


152 


'41 


- - During 1851 
the™ were ail- 


1st of .January to 29th"\ 
February 1852 -J 


M1 


4 


6 


" 


niitted blind of 
both eyes, 9 ; of 
one eye, G ; with 
impaired vision, 


Total - - 


2,645 


52 


15? j 


43 | 



* A great majority of those suffering from impaired vision will recover good sight as the lymph 
deposits on the cornea aro becoming absorbed, and most of them have only slightly impaired vision 
of ono aye. 



12 March 1852. 



265. 



jMsdfcal Office.. 

W. O'Brien, Clerk of Union. 
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— No. 2. — 

(No. 7,388/51.) 

Extract from Report of Mr. Phelan , Poor Law Inspector ; 
dated 5th February 1851. 

Ophthalmia has prevailed extensively in this house; but as a return of the 
results has been made to the Commissioners, I did not note them, as I did in 
Tipperary and Athlone. I ascertained, however, that the loss of one or of both 
eyes has occurred in several cases ; it is not near so extensive as in those unions, 
and I beg to observe that, on adverting to the treatment adopted, I found that 
Dr. Barry had been much more energetic than the medical officers at Athlone 
or Tipperary, or than Drs. Jacob or Wilde advise. " He pointed out several whose 
vision he saved by full general bleeding, and stated that only by its prompt 
adoption could he have done so. He is a practitioner of much intelligence and 
experience, and as he is above all concealment, or any wish to laud himself I 
feel it right to advert to the practice he adopted on subjects that admitted of it. 
Dr. Bradshaw, the medical officer of the Thurles Workhouse, informed me to 
the same effect. 



No. 3. 



(No. 25,683/51.) 

Extract from Report of Captain. Huhand, Poor Law Inspector ; 
dated 4th May 1851. 

Ophthalmia assumed its worst character (so far as my district is concerned) 
in the unions of Kanturk, Millstreet, Macroom, Dunmamvay, and Skibbereen, 
the main thoroughfare through these places to the coast from the county of 
Limerick; the severity of the disease diminished as it got southward. It 
branched off from Kanturk, "westward to Killarney and Kenmare, where the 
disease w r as very mild, until it fell off to nothing almost in Cahirciveen. The 
other unions in the extreme west, Bantry, Castletown, and Skull, suffered very 
little indeed. By the main road from Macroom the disease got into the city 
of Cork, and into Bandon, both contiguous unions ; but in its progress further 
eastward it fell off, as towards the west, almost to nothing. 

• -P le P r0 S ress °f this disease did not appear to be stayed or influenced by 
either the favourable locality of the union workhouse, in respect of salubrity or 
m their perfect ventilation; neither had the diet of the inmates apparently any 
influence in exempting them from this disease. The best circumstanced work- 
houses in my district were scourged with ophthalmia, when it did not attack 
m any serious way those in which I should have expected to see it under its 
most formidable aspect. The rule of the progress of ophthalmia appeared to 
me to be, that its severity diminished as it got distant from Limerick. In the 
union of Kenmare, the number of inmates under treatment for ophthalmia and 
eye disease was large, but this disease never assumed a formidable type. The 
same may be said of Skibbereen, and in the Cork workhouse ; although large 
numbers were attacked, loss of sight, or permanent injury, was comparatively 
trifling ; the numbers of the inmates being very considerably over that of any 
union in my district. 3 

The worst effects of ophthalmia were experienced bv the unions of Kanturk 
Macroom, and Dunmanway, this latter in a less degree. Millstreet would have 
shown a similar intensity of the disease had the inmates been located within the 
union all along during the prevalence of ophthalmia ; but they were located 
forme l ntUr ^ ^ acrooin workhouses for some months after the union was 

Believing that ophthalmia is highly infectious, I have necessarily impressed 
upon the Board of Guardians in my district the necessity for the total separation 
of the inmates attacked with it from the others, and also the necessity of having 
the wards wherein the patients were placed perfectly ventilated ; for although 
■ ,. n0t - * tiat ’ m the first instance, ventilation had the effect of staving 

has hSrtM ^ P ro ?--outhward, I have no doubt that, after the diseasl 
T tllatl0n cont ributes much to the comfort of the 
afflicted, and to their final recovery. 

* The 
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IN THE WORKHOUSES OF THE KANTURK UNION. 3 

^ eat f Portion of the people afflicted with ophthalmia, ia the first 
instance, entered the workhouses from the surrounding districts ■ the disease 
there.' 1 ' 1 ly SI> ' ead am ° ngSt the work h<mse inmates, hut it did not originate 

dtLtrlT ite treatnienU has been tried with success, and medical men 
me tn°W d have gamed much confidence in its treatment, do not appear to 

LVforSahlfte.^ 011 thC ° f beat ™ ‘his 

* T h t Ve f ad over y° ur circular of the 1st March last with ff reat attention 
and I beg to assure you that my best efforts will he made to follow out vour 
suggestions and instructions in reference to the various matters to which mv 
attention has been called by that document. h 7 



— No. 4. — 

(No. 56,543/5'-) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated lltli October 1851. 

«J? AT l, th6 T, ed | Ca , 1 °?? ers , be Reeled ‘o furnish the Board with a return of 
the number attacked with ophthalmia since the first outbreak of it, tile number 
of persons cured, the number blind of both eyes, the number blind of one eye 
and the number with impaired vision. ^ 



No. 4. 



(No. 56,543/51-) 



-No. 5. - 



Copt Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to tile Board of Guardians • 
dated 1 7th October 1851. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
oi the oor in Ireland, to request that a copy of the return of the number of 
persons who have been affected with ophthalmia in the Kanturk Union Work- 
house, which the medical officer has been requested by tile Board of Guardians 
to furnish, may be forwarded to the. Commissioners. 



— No. 6. — 

(No. 59,265/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 24th October 1851. 

That the report of the medical officers on ophthalmia be inserted on the 
minutes. 



To the Board of Guardians of Kanturk Union. 

Gentlemen, 

Agreeably to your instructions, conveyed to us by your resolution of the 
1 1th instant, we beg to submit the accompanying return of cases of epidemic 
ophthalmia under treatment, with the result, for the years 1849, 1850 and 1851, 
as nearly as possible, since its outbreak in the workhouse. We beg to state that 
this disease has occupied our utmost vigilance, and we have made ourselves 
acquainted with the most judicious treatment, and its issue, of the most expe- 
rieiiced writers on the disease ; we will not trouble you with the details of these 
eminent military and other surgeons, further than to state, it first appeared in 
Europe in the beginning of this century, conveyed by the troops from Egypt. 
It appears from their surgeon’s report. Dr. Vetch, that out of 630 soldiers 
under his care in 1805 and 1806, that 50 lost both eyes, and 40 lost one. In 
1808, Sir James M f Gregor states that 2,317 lost sight of both eyes, and a large 
number lost one in Chelsea and Kilmainham Hospitals. Mr. Lawrence states, 
that the violence of the disease is such, that complete destruction of vision 
265. A 2 has 
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has occurred within 48 hours after the first seizure. From experience, we find 
that the epidemic is highly contagious ; you will therefore see the vast import- 
ance of the separation of the infected from the healthy. Your immediate 
adoption of our suggestions has been attended with satisfactory results, as the 
extension of the epidemic has been materially arrested thereby. It is neces- 
sary to observe that very many who suffered loss of vision were admitted as 
externs, not being previously inmates, in so advanced a stage of the disease 
and the eye so disorganized that no treatment could be available. It is 
scarcely necessary to observe to the Board, that the subjects treated by us 
were chiefly of that class predisposed to scrofula, and of broken-down consti- 
tutions, most unpromising subjects. 

Kanturk Workhouse, (signed) Gemrcl P. Barry. 

23 October 1851. James JiPDermott. 



— 


Females. 


Males. 


Over 
15 Years. 


Under 
15 Years. 


Total. ! 


Over 
15 Yonrs. 


Under 
15 Years. 


Total. 


Blind of both eyes - 


9 


19 


28 


4 


, 3 


7 


Blind of one eye - 


S ; 


04 


72 


2 


7 


0 


Impaired vision 


11 


29 


40 


3 


7 


10 


Under treatment - 


30 j 


143 


173 


5 


25 


30 


Cured - 


183 


1,555 


1,738 


33 


203 


295 



— No. 7. — 

(No. 61,796/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes; dated 7tli November 1851. 

Gentlemen, 

_ Two deaths took place during the preceding week, resulting from chronic 
disease ; latterly pulmonary and bowel complaints are of more frequent occur- 
rence. The damp and cold condition of the atmosphere are sufficient cause, 
to remedy which warmer clothing is indicated ; the more particularly for con- 
valescents from ophthalmia, affected with defective vision, as it is to be feared 
a relapse would be attended with complete destruction of sight. In those cases 
additional clothing is indispensable, and shoes ought to be supplied them, 
where practicable. The most durable and economical covering would be a 
flannel shirt, as it could be manufactured in the house; lining would not 
answer so well, as it could not be so conveniently washed when required. The 
fire-places in the day-rooms are defectively constructed, as the heated air is 
very imperfectly circulated through these departments ; the current is so great 
in the chimney, that the flame ascends too rapidly ; the diffusion of the heat 
may be effected by a simple and cheap contrivance. The sheds in the rear of 
infirmaries will not be fit for patients during the winter, unless glazed, and the 
roof be rendered impervious to rain. The ventilation of the mili-rooms require 
attention. The stair leading to the girls’ schoolroom is in want of an iron 
railing immediately. The simultaneous removal of all the assistant nurses was 
injudicious; it would have been better if a portion of them were changed 
at the same time, till these ignorant persons who succeeded them acquire 
experience. 

(signed) Gerard P. Barry. 

* * * * * 'i/e 

That, in consequence of the continuance of ophthalmia, the Poor Law Com- 
missioners be requested to send down Dr. Wilde to suggest some measures that 
would tend to abate the virulence of the disease. 
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— No. 8. — 

(No. 61,796/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians 
dated 13th November 1851. 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
•Ireland have had under consideration the resolution passed at the meeting of 
the Board of Guardians of Kanturfc Union on the 7 th instant, requesting the 
Commissioners, in consequence of the continuance of ophthalmia amongst the 
inmates of the workhouse, to send Surgeon Wilde to the union, for the purpose 
of suggesting some measures which may tend to abate the virulence of the 
disease. 

In reference thereto, I am directed to request the attention of the Board of 
Guardians to the publication of the views of Surgeon Wilde on the subject of 
the treatment of ophthalmic disease in workhouses, in their last Annual Report, 
Appendix (A.) and I am to observe, that the Commissioners have communicated 
those views to the medical officers of workhouses for their information. 

If the Board of Guardians are desirous of employing an additional medical 
officer for the treatment of persons suffering from ophthalmia in the workhouse 
the Commissioners will endeavour to secure for the guardians the services of a 
gentleman peculiarly qualified for the duty, the remuneration for which service 
will be payable out of the union funds. 



— No. 9 . — 

(No. 63,181/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 14th November 1851. 

Resolved, That, with reference to the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter. No. o. 

No. 61 , 796 , dated the 15 th* November instant, the Commissioners be requested , ... 

to send the gentleman referred to in their letter, for one month, provided or,gma * 

the expense does not exceed 1 l. per day. 



— No. 10 . — 

(No. 63,181/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 
dated 20th November 1851 . 

The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had before them the resolution contained in minutes of proceed- 
ings of the Board , of Guardians of the Kanturk Union on the 14 th instant, 
requesting the Commissioners to obtain the services of the medical gentleman 
referred to in their letter of the 13 th instant, for ..the purpose of attending the 
patients suffering from ophthalmia, and I am directed to state, that the Com- 
missioners will make arrangements with as little delay as practicable to send 
the medical gentleman referred to to the union on the terms mentioned by the 
Board of Guardians. 



— No. 11. — 

(No. 63,181/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 
dated 21 st November 1851 . 

Referring to the resolution passed at the meeting of the Board of Guardians 
of the Kanturk Union on the 14 th instant, I am directed by the Commissioners 
for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state, for the 
information of the Board, that the Commissioners have communicated with 
Surgeon Scraggs, the gentleman referred to in the Commissioners’ letter . of the 
a6 5 : a 3 13 th 
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13th instant, and that he will proceed forthwith to Kanturk to take charge of 
the patients in the workhouse suffering from ophthalmia. 

The Commissioners have requested the medical officer of the workhouse to 
be good enough to afford Surgeon Scraggs such aid as he may require, and any 
information which may be requisite with respect to the present state and past 
treatment of the ophthalmic patie nts. 

The Commissioners have informed Sur geon Scraggs of the terms upon which 
the Board of Guardians have stated the ir willingness to engage his services, 
namely, 1 ?. a day, which should commen ce from the date of his departure from 
Dublin to undertake the duty to be entru sted to him. 



— No. 12. — 

(No. 63,181/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Barry, Medical Officer of the 
Workhouse; dated 21st November 1851. 

No. 12. I am directed, by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 

of the Poor in Ireland, to state, for your information, that, in accordance with 
the request of the Board of Guardians of Kanturk Union, the Commissioners 
have communicated with Surgeon Scraggs, whose services the guardians are 
desirous of engaging for the purpose of taking charge of the patients in the 
workhouse suffering from ophthalmia, and I am to state, that the Commissioners 
will be obliged if you will have the goodness to afford Surgeon Scraggs, who 
will proceed to Kanturk forthwith, such aid as he may require, and any infor- 
mation which may be requisite with respect to the present state and past 
treatment of the ophthalmic patients. 



— No. 13.— 

(No. 63,181/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to Surgeon Scraggs ; 
dated 21st November 1851. 

I am directed, by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
- of the Pooriu Ireland, to forward herewith, for your information, copies of 
letters which the Commissioners have this day addressed to the clerk of the 
. Kanturk Union, and to the medical officer of the workhouse. Dr Barry on the 
subject of the engagement of your services by the Board of Guardians to take 
charge of the patients in the workhouse who are suffering from ophthalmia 



(No. 69,013/51.) 



— No. 14. • 



Extracts from Report from Mr. Phelan, Pqor Law Inspector to the 
Commissioners; dated 10th December 1851. ’ 

1 HAVE the honour to report on the state of the Kanturk Workhouse and 
its auxdranes, which I carefully mspected on the 27th, 28th, and 29th ultimo 
Ihe decrease m the workhouse population- and the absence of any serious 
fehnle epidemic, have much contributed to the existing satisfactory sanatory 
state of the house ophthalmia being the only important disease now in it ? 
• 1 ? C0 ° m P ametl P r - Scraggs, the oculist, through the Quarry auxiliary house 
in which those who become affected with ophthalmia are now treated The 
minute attention paid by that gentleman to each individual case, and the appli- 
cation of the necessary medicaments by himself to the eyes of each patient 
with a practical acquaintance with the various forms of the disease Enable 
Dr. Scraggs to treat his cases with considerable success. It occurs to me that 
much advantage would arise from his attendance on the ophthalTc pattente in 

those 
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those houses in which it has much prevailed, and still prevails, could the 
guardians and medical officers be induced to avail themselves of his services. 

Previous to Dr. Scraggs 5 arrival in Kanturk, the ophthalmia patients were 
partly treated by Dr. Barry, the senior medical officer in the workhouse, and 
partly by Dr. M‘Dermott, his assistant in the Tanyard auxiliary. 

From a careful examination of the cases most affected, I noted 105 to be 
bbncl of one eye, the other being sound ; 28 blind of one, the other seriously 
affected ; and 52 blind of both eyes, though some can distinguish light from 
darkness ; several beside have one or both eyes affected, with more or less 
vision m each. 

It is possible that in some of the foregoing cases a slight improvement may 
taite place ; but I apprehend that for most industrial purposes, except those on 
which blind persons are employed, they may be considered blind. 

I have not noted the respective ages of these ophthalmic cases ; but I think 
that at least tliree-fourths of them are children, the females in greater proportion 
than the males. 

In this house, as in some others, the guardians have had all the assistant 
pauper nurses removed from the hospitals, under the impression, I am 
informed, that these nurses enjoyed some advantages which indisposed them 
to take their discharge. Generally , this order is carried out under the medical 
officer’s discretion, it being optional with him to retain such as are necessary, 
until others can be trained, and fit to replace them. Both the medical officers 
here state that considerable injury was done the sick, those labouring under 
ophthalmia as well as other patients, by the sudden removal of all their 
assistants, and the substitution of inexperienced, ignorant women in the 
several wards. Certainly, some whom I saw there were very unfit for the duty 
they had to discharge. It appears very desirable that when the guardians wish 
to carry out such an object, they should consult the medical officers on the 
subject, leaving them to retain, for such time as might be necessar}', those 
whose services are particularly required, until others are adequately instructed 
to succeed them. No communication was made to the medical officers at Kan- 
turk by the guardians ; the nurses were removed, and no option left the medical 
officers to retain any. 

As the weather was cold when I visited, I requested the guardians’ attention 
to suggestions recently made by Dr. Barry, in a weekly report, and I again 
spoke on the subject to Mr. Freeman, the chairman. 

Dr. Barry advised flannel shirts (I suggested that they be waistcoats), for 
the more delicate children, and those who had suffered much from ophthalmia; 
and that shoes and stockings be given to such as the medical officers would 
order them for on becoming convalescent, or leaving hospital. 

Though 1 also urged those points on the Board of Guardians, they made no 
order on the matter ; but as the chairman accompanied me through the house 
and the hospitals, I pointed out several whose reduced condition evidently 
required better protection from the cold than the ordinary house dress, and 
he promised that the guardians would consider the subject at their next 
meeting. 

Dr. Barry also suggested that the shed windows be glazed, to keep out rain 
and cold, and that better ventilation be effected in the mill-room; and he fur- 
ther advised that the large fire-place in the schoolrooms be improved, stating 
that, as at present constructed, very little heat is emitted to the room, the 
greater part being transmitted by the chimney. To remedy this, he suggested 
a cheap contrivance, which, I believe, chiefly consists of brick-work at the 
back and side of the fire-grate, with a view to throw the heat more into the 
room, and to lessen its transmission into the chimney. If Dr. Barry he right 
on these points, it may he worth Mr. Wilkinson’s attention to satisfy himself 
in respect to the defect, and to suggest the best remedy for it ; and as Dr. Barry 
is a very intelligent practical and scientific person, I feel it my duty to advert 
to the subject. 

The clothing of some of the boys was very light, but it was stated that pro- 
vision was being made for better. The food was good, better than I have before 
seen in this house; the sanatory state of which, on the whole, has much 
improved since I before visited it. 



265 
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— No. 15. — 

(No. 69,013/51.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to Captain Hubo/nd. Poor Law 
Inspector; dated 12th December 1851. 

I am directed, by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to forward herewith a report which they have received 
from Mr. Phelan, inspector, on his inspection of the workhouse of the Kanturk 
Union; and I am to request you to be good enough to furnish the Commis- 
sioners with your observations thereon. 



(No. 71,1 95/51.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 18th December 1851. 

Resolved, That Dr. Barry having undertaken the duties of the ophthalmic 
cases from the 22d instant, the period on which Dr. Scraggs’ month will expire, 
they be handed over to him from that date, when Dr. Scraggs’ services shall be 
dispensed with. The Board take this opportunity of returning their thanks to 
Dr. Scraggs for the attention he has paid to these cases, and their approbation 
of the skilful manner in which he has treated them. 

That a cheque for Dr. Scraggs’ salary be drawn in accordance with the agree- 
ment made, in pursuance of the Commissioners’ letter, No. 63,181, dated 21st 
November 1851, paying 1 1. per day from tlie date of his leaving in Dublin, to 
the date on which he ought to be back there, viz., the 23d instant. 



— No. 17. — 

(No. 858/52.) 

Copy Report from Sui’geon Scraggs to the Commissioners ; 
dated 3d January 1852. 

No. 37. Having returned from Kanturk Ophthalmic Hospital, the charge of which 
the Commissioners had conferred upon me, I have the honour to transmit a 
statement of my proceedings there, as well as the substance of a few practical 
observations I thought it my duty to make to the Board of Guardians, touching 
the origin of the disease, and the most likely means of abating its violence, if 
not of eradicating it altogether. 

In a letter which I addressed to Dr. Barry, the medical officer of the union, 
I expressed what I conceived to be the true nature of the disease, and the proper 
treatment to be adopted. 

Upon my first inspection of the ophthalmic patients, I was appalled at the 
formidable nature of a disease which had produced such an enormous amount 
of destruction of vision, there being no less than seventy-four persons perma- 
nently blind of both eyes, and 180 in whom one eye only has been lost, besides 
numerous instances wherein more or less permanently impaired vision has 
resulted. 

Its ravages have been almost entirely confined to the young, principally girls 
up to fifteen years old, very few cases having occurred amongst the adults, and 
these also mostly females. 

During the four weeks I had care of the hospital, 130 cases were admitted, 
all young persons, with eight or ten exceptions, the numbers of males and 
females being nearly equal. Of this number, acting upon the principles laid 
down in my letter to Dr. Barry, I had the satisfaction of preventing total loss 
of vision in every case, the only casualties being one eye in each of two patients, 
of whom one did not come into hospital until the disease had made considerable 
progress, the other loss having occurred in a boy who was convalescing when 
the relapse took place which proved fatal to his eye. 

In 
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In the great majority of cases I found the disease ray tractable when met 
early by proper treatment, seldom proceeding to its dangeron^ Sec Tnd Tv 
etnotly msisting upon the principle of segregation, the Sumbra S<u7and 
steadily diminished from forty-sia in the first week to seven“n theT£t which 
must be considered a strong evidence of the infectious, or at least the con 
tagious nature of tile epidemic. Ieast ’ “ 

the’ nStT? ' 7 ti t0 - the 8 u . a f diaI ? s > 1 endeavoured to simplify as much as possible 
the points foi their consideration, and stated to them that all epidemics were 
generally attributable to deficient and improper food, want of warmth cleanli- 
ness, and the necessary amount of space and pure air. That it was very evident 
parts * } e 5 J ,peal ™ Ce ° f tl f m ™ ates ’ “id ‘be extreme state of cleanliness of all 

as food Clotv” lh °j Sei i they “ d “° ™ of omissitm to answer for, so far 
as rood, clothing, and cleanliness were concerned. 

onhthnlirda °ij? S J ea £ -Tf ° f ? their e P idemics > whether fever, dysentery, or 
ophtha mia, all of which hear the invariable character of their origin, was the 
principle of domestication, congregating in the space of a few square perches 

Ld 0 aW?SnI h °f ? re v,° USly ° CCUpied as man ^ sc l uare miles > with all the evils 
and alteiations of habit consequent upon such a state of things. 

lnHvcd^i-u lIlder ^f ir y °‘ mer circumstances they were worse fed, clothed, and 
odged, these wants, so far as health was concerned, were more than compensated 
tor by space, exercise, and a pure atmosphere. 

,, 1 he workhouse grounds being surrounded by a wall at least fourteen feet high, 
the interior completely blocked up by classification walls, sheds, and buildings 
of every shape and size, to the utter obstruction of all ventilation, it was urged 
upon then consideration that only m proportion as they would be able to ap- 
proximate these people to their original circumstances as to space, could they 
expect to free themselves from disease and mortality, as well as the most un- 
happy termination of the affection to which my attention was more particularly 
directed by the Commissioners, by removing all unnecessary walls, sheds, &c. : 
to provide play-ground for their children, and out-door employment or exercise 
tor all ; to avoid keeping the children crowded for hours together in close school- 
rooms, day-rooms, &c, ; to procure proper auxiliary houses, instead of those they 
now occupy. J 

. 0ne of these buildings, called the tan-yard, is situated on the edge of the 
river, m the lowest and most filthy part of the most filthy town in Ireland - 
the other, the quarry-house, built, as its name implies, in a quarry-hole the 
banks of which overtop the roof of the house on every side. These houses 
are now occupied as hospitals, the former for males, the latter devoted to 
ophthalmic patients, and from their position both are most highly objection- 
able for such purposes. 

Above all, 1 advised them to procure a suitable ophthalmic hospital in the 
country, surrounded by a green field for exercise, &c. To enforce rigidly the 
system of exclusion, by having the cases transmitted without loss of time to 
hospital, as a few hours very often decide the question between vision and 
blindness; as they become convalescent, to have them removed out of the reach 
of contagion to some ward or house separate from the hospital. 

I recommended them to take particular care of those who had lost one eye, 
as if again attacked, having only one eye to lose, the chances would be of 
course increased 50 per cent, against them. I also suggested that such 
patients should have shoes, stockings, and other comforts, which the guardians 
gave orders to have supplied immediately. 

'1 he fact of this epidemic being almost exclusively confined to the young, 
who are more exposed than the adults to the evils of sedentary overcrowding, 
consequent upon being brought together for educational purposes, goes far, in 
my mind, to establish the connexion between the cause and effect. 

The numbers mentioned above as blind at present in the workhouse, do 
not represent all the victims of ophthalmia who will sooner or later become 
chargeable on the union ; for such was the panic occasioned by the extent 
and calamitous result of the disease, that many totally blind left the house, or 
were taken away by their families from the apprehension of endangering other 
members of them. 

Of those who are now quite blind, very many will in a little time be subjects 
for operations, with a hope of obtaining an amount of vision, which, though 
265. B not 
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not sufficient for ordinary purposes, will materially assist them in learning the 
industrial arts taught at institutions for the blind. 

In my letter to Dr. Barry I pointed out the error committed by the general 
surgeon in treating the disease as one of acute inflammation ; that such treat- 
ment is calculated to produce the evils, and the only evils to be feared, viz. 
sloughing and ulceration of the organ, by which all the destruction has been 
produced. That so far from the epidemic being of an acute character, the 
very reverse is the case ; that, like the workhouse dysenteries, fevers, &c. it is 
from the beginning accompanied by a want of vital power. That instead of a 
lowering treatment, the powers of life should be kept up by the administration 
of bark” animal food, and porter ; the local affection to be combated by means 
of leeches, cupping, and other modes mentioned. 

I entered fully into the various minutiae necessary to be attended to in con- 
ducting such a number of cases to a favourable termination, and referred to 
the result in the present instance as confirmatory of the value of the practice in- 
culcated at, perhaps, one of the first schools of ophthalmic surgery in Europe. 
The loss by the former management being nearly 5 per cent, blind of both eyes, 
and 10 per cent, blind of one eye, while by the practice taught at St. Mark’s 
Hospital the casualties amounted to one-and-a-half per cent, of one eye only. 

It now only remains for me to notice the anxiety expressed by a number of 
persons of respectability in the neighbourhood of Kanturk (amongst whom a 
strong feeling has been excited upon this subject) that I should bring this 
matter as strongly as possible under the consideration of the Commissioners, 
and although I feel it a delicate matter for me to interfere in, still, considering 
the vast hospital and sanatory systems connected with the workhouses, that 
ophthalmia has now become an established and most expensive fact to many 
of the unions, the immense number of ophthalmic operations . necessary to 
relieve those unions of some of this permanent charge, the inability of present 
arrangements to cope with these difficulties, as may be inferred from the several 
medical reports ; I trust the Commissioners will excuse me, if, following the 
example of the writer of the ablest of these reports, I would recommend that 
additional aid be given to meet these exigencies, which, I have no doubt, would 
be not only as .economical as it is obviously necessary, but would revsult in 
immense saving ; for, independently of any assistance your medical inspector 
might require for the efficient discharge of his enormous duties, if the unions 
of Ireland could by any arrangement be saved only three or four blind paupers 
annually, it would more than cover any expense incurred, of how much 
greater advantage would it be if the success at Kanturk (where the above- 
mentioned practice of pure ophthalmic surgery was brought to bear upon the 
disease) could be made general. 



— No. 18.— 

(No. 3 , 196 / 5 2 .) 

Copy Report from Captain Huband to the Commissioners ; 
dated 14 January 1852. 

I HA.VE the honour to furnish you with my observations upon this report of 
the Kanturk Union Workhouse, which I visited and inspected yesterday in 
company with the medical officer, Dr. Barry. 

Mr. Phelan reported that the sanatory state of Kanturk Workhouse was 
satisfactory, with the exception of ophthalmia. I am happy in being able to 
report that I found this workhouse in a similar satisfactory state as to general 
health at the period of my visit. I 11 reference to ophthalmic cases, I found 
under treatment 197 patients, of whom 71 were males and 126 females. There 
were not any very severe cases ; the worst was one of relapse, one of the 
persons who had been under Dr., Scraggs’ care ; there had been two relapses 
amongst his patients besides that one I have mentioned. The ophthalmic 
cases are now under the care of Dr. Barry exclusively. Previous to the arrival 
of Dr. Scraggs, the ophthalmic cases had been divided as to sex between 
Dr. Barry and Dr. M c Dermott. Dr. Barry informed me that he continues the 
treatment of ophthalmic cases as practised by Dr. Scraggs. 

In reference to the change of pauper -Attendants in the hospitals alluded to 
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by Mr. Phelan, the guardians would not consent to restore any of those which 
n0Wtlle neW attendantS Me 8™* the 
In reference to the additional clothing recommended by Mr Phelan the 
all h° Wed ^^“Ostockfngs to the convaLcent from oph- 
thalmia, but they have not allowed the flannel shirts. It appears that the 

that chm? ° n “h that they couM ado Pt a different dress partially • 

general cwf.Ti ’ “ d ’ ,T ieretand from master that such 

forkhl C » s contemplation. The day-rooms of the children of this 

Z^ fSl tha^; a l ey f 6 a “ boM ' ded ’ 80 tbat there is not that “M 

ments h, 1 woW 1 u “'’a" foggjr or ram5 ' da y s in the ground-floor apart- 

ments m workhouses where flags or pavement is used for flooring. 

snSStStf ‘do c , han « e u in the fire-places recommended by Dr. Barry, and 
wcstlnl* hV ^ ? he the S“ ardia M have not adopted Dr. Barry's sug- 
fo me h ' bahe ™S. It to fie of doubtful success. I asked Dr. Barry to expbfn 
to me his plan for improving the fire-places, which he did. I have never Mn 
X C u~ d “■ he ,. su 8« a ? ts > and 1 ‘fi“ k that there would be considerable 
£ weeping the chimneys if the fire-places were so altered ; they are 
now similai to those in general use in workhouses. 

In reference to the ventilation of the mill-room, it has been increased and 
the heat Which * ,aS fi a «tofore'heen 
The sheds have been improved; but I trust that their occupation will be 

Idrfed rary ° nly ’ a “ d tbat S ° 800n as the addition to the fever hospital be com- 
pleted, a new arrangement of hospital accommodation can be made. 

In reference to the mortality in this workhouse, of late it has very much 
oie of® Rr'i T ir W6re i 4 d6athS leS8last week than in the corresponding 
period of 1851 Th ™ h0WBrer ' 880 less iama t® than in the corresponding 

Dr. Barry and Dr. M'Dermott are now the medical officers in charge of the 
union. The Newmarket auxiliaries, where the third medical officer was for- 
merly, has been closed. Dr. M'Dermott has charge of one auxiliary alone, 
where the infirm classes are. Dr. Barry has the main workhouse infirmaries 
r..t k r boB P ltaI u P on tlle sitc > and the quarry auxiliary, where all the 
ophthalmic cases are. The Tanyard is left to Dr. M'Dermott. 

+i Vo?- d tde k°y. s between the ages of fifteen and five numbered 526, but 
tnat ^1/ ot these are m hospital, most with cutaneous diseases. There are 
256 boys attending school ; the rest of the healthy boys are employed in the 
school 01611 S Sll ° PS ' 1 tWnk that aU t5ie b°y s capable of learning should attend 

In inspecting the girls’ school, I find them very healthy in appearance. The 
girls learning embroidery have made considerable progress. 



— No- 19.— 

(No. 3,304/52.) 

Copy Letter from the Clerk of the Union to the Commissioners ; 
dated 14th January 1852. 



I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your letter, No. 2,135, dated 
the 12th January instant, requesting to be furnished with a copy of the report 
of Dr. Scraggs, relating to ophthalmia, which I beg leave to enclose. 



No. jg, 




I. — Enclosure referred to in foi’egoing Letter. 

No. 3,304/52. 

Gentlemen, Dp 1 r 

As the period has this day expired, for which you had given me the char” ogfo, 
Ophthalmic Hospital, 1 beg to address to you a few observations upon a disease which hs 
produced such sad havoc amongst the inmates of this and other workhouses: end as m 

I ’ m£ Jin'be ^paffy S a F “ cti “‘ 1 !,la11 e " de " ow ' th “* oggertion 

2 «5- . ' B 2 r fat 



Enel os u ic, 
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I feel that I maybe considered presumptuous, alter the able manner in which the subject 
has been already treated of by that eminent oculist Mr, Wilde, and others, in attempting 
to add anything likely to throw any light upon the causes and management of this very 
formidable disease. 

But having had this opportunity of observing it in all its phases, both at its origin and 
during its course and termination, I am induced to attempt to simplify and condense 
into a narrow compass the circumstances which have forcibly impressed me, as originat- 
ing and perpetuating this epidemic, in order that you may have the less difficulty in 
adopting the obvious means likely to rid you of it, or at least to diminish its inroads. 

You are doubtless aware, from the many reports that have been written upon this sub- 
ject, that the causes to which all epidemics are generally attributable, are insufficient and 
improper food, deficient clothing and warmth, and overcrowding of sleeping and day-rooms. 
Now it is very evident, from the general appearance of your people, and extreme cleanliness 
of your dormitories, bedding, and indeed the entire workhouse, that they are, with- 
out any comparison, better fed, clothed and lodged than they ever were ; still that part 
does not counterbalance the evils of congregating in the space of a few square perches 
a population who hitherto inhabited a space of as many square miles; for if formerly they 
were worse fed and clothed, tire deficiency was more than compensated for by abundance 
of pure air and space, and opportunity for their necessary exercise, surrounded by an 
atmosphere kept pure by luxuriaiit vegetation, an ingredient as necessary to animal beat 
and the other healthy bodily functions as food itself. 

It is this principle of domestication, this overcrowding, which, in my opinion, is the one 
grand and influential cause of all your epidemics, whether fever, dysentery, or ophthal- 
mia, all of which bear the stamp and character of their fatal cause and origin, of the exist- 
ence of which we have abundant evidence, even in, those who are not invalids, by the mental 
and bodily depression and the absence of the buoyant and playful spirit of childhood, 
equally the effects of continually respiring air charged with animal exhalations. 

All experience proves the case clearly, that it is not your dietary nor your clothing 
department that require alteration or amendmen ; for who will say (hat the inmates of 
military barracks, and even gaols, are not well and properly fed and clothed; still we find 
identical results produced by this same cause. 

Your duty, then, is simple : place your people as far as possible in circumstances ap- 
proximating to their original condition as to space, by removing all unnecesary walls, sheds, 
&c. ; provide extensive play-ground for your children; avoid keeping them too long con- 
fined in your crowded school and workrooms; enforce out-door employment or exercise 
for all; do not overcrowd your dormitories; give up your Tanyard and Quarry-house 
auxiliaries as unfit lor the residence of sick or well ; provide others, if possible, in the coun- 
try, which, I dare say, you can do equally cheap, and the saving will be considerable 
in medicine and doctoring; above all, procure a suitable ophthalmic hospital, surrounded 
by a green field; require constant reports from your medical officer upon all sanatory 
matters ; ask his opinion upon changes which you propose to make, particularly in reference 

* Sic. to hospital arrangements ; do all these, and you may expect to see yourselves* from dis- 

ease, mortality, and blindness ; if you do not, you may be satisfied the present state of 
thing s must continue. 

Upon my first visit to your workhourse, I could not avoid feeling frightened at the 
responsibility l had undertaken, in entering the lists against an antagonist which had 
produced such an awful amount of destruction of vision; however, in closing with the 
enemy, 1 happily realized the truth of the old proverb, that “ the first blow was half the 
battle;” I found the majority of the cases very amenable, when taken in time. During 
my month, I received into hospital 130 patients, none of whom I leave blind ; the casual- 
ties amounted to two eyes lost, one in a boy who had had the disease previously, the other 
a girl, who did not come into hospital till it was too late to save the eye ; all the rest are 
convalescing rapidly, and will not have even a blemish. 

Accompanied by Dr. Barry, I took an account of the sufferers previously to my coming 

* Sic. here, and I regret to have to lay before* so melancholy a statement; however, it is right 

you should be aware how pressing the necessity is, that you should do what in you 
lies to arrest this permanent impost upon the union. 



Permanently blind of both eyes for all industrial purposes 72 

Permanently blind of one eye ------- - 134 



Of course these numbers do not include any who may have left the house either before or 
since my arrival. 

Some of the 72 will in process of time become subjects for operation, with the hope 
of some slight amount of vision, which will enable them to learn more easily the arts 
taught at institutions for the blind; those who have lost one eye, will require great care; 
they have, of course, a predisposition to the disease, and if again attacked, the chances 
against them will be increased 50 per cent, as is obvious,, as they have but one eye to lose; 
all such should be provided with stockings and clogs, and in other respects kept more 
than usually comfortable for some time at least. 

I beg to enclose a copy of a letter to Dr. Barry, stating my views of the disease and 
treatment. 

Allow me to express my most grateful acknowledgments for your kind courteous attention 

to 
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to me, both personally and professionally 
requirements have been attended to. 



and for the 



prompt manner 



which all m v 



I have, &c. 

M. R. Scraggs. 



I would recommend the system of exclusion 
cases transmitted to hospital at once, and as so 
out of the reach of contagion. 

Board of Guardians, Kanturk. 



10 be rigidly enforced, by having all the 
on as well, sent back to the main house. 



— No. 20. — 

(No. 3,304/52.) 

Copt Lettek from the Commissioners to the Guardians; 
dated 21st January 1852. 

IrelTdh™tafunde ^ Laws for Relief of the Poor in 

Guardians of Kanturk KnTnthfS StimTbv dV ^ ° £ 

*» “^e 

the^Sr 0 ^’ 101 ^^ immeihte “» consideration°of 

a^s-SSIss 

son back to the mam workhouse out of the way of contagion. 

other tespects be kept more than usually comfortable, for some time at least ” 
observe, by the minutes of Urn guardians' proeeeZgs 
bit that n S F F P °! haS be f on more lllan oocasion before the Boa?d 

coifed LTZlZ/c mad ° With reSpeCt ‘° the recommendadous 

contained m it, and the Commissioners are desirous therefore of brineimr the 
report again under the guardians’ consideration. 8 ° “ 

Roiidofr m a Slm ™ ™ h es P ec mlIy to press upon the consideration of the 
use of °h? tZZ ° b r ,0nS , U, ' Sed by Dr ' Scra SS a “g^at the continued, 
thl use of the Cbm ' h d Quan 7. Jlouse workhouses, and especially 

the use of the Quarry-house auxiliary as an ophthalmic hospital. * 

The Commissioners further think that the Board of Guardians should seri- 
ously consider, without any delay, the expediency of their providing a place in 
he country, such as Dr. Scraggs describes, for the reception SK 
me now suffering under this disease, or who may hereafter be attacked by it 
. i" e o „° mmi ® sl . 0nei ’ s at tke same request the attention of the guardians 
«n 2 r, h b artlCle ° f f the G ® nei i al Workhou se Regulations, on the subject of 
affording the means of exercise beyond the workhouse premises for the work- 
house inmates under the age of 15. 



(No. 3,304/52.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Scraggs ; 
dated 2 1 st January 1852. 

I AM directed by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
ot the Boor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of your report of the 3d 
instant relating to your employment in the treatment of patients suffering from 
ophthalmia in the workhouse of the Kanturk Union, and I am to state that the 
B 3 Commissioners 
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Commissioners have likewise received and read your report to the Board of 
Guardians, whom the Commissioners have addressed on the subject of their 
future arrangements for the accommodation of ophthalmic patients. 

The Commissioners are obliged to you for the general suggestions contained 
in your report. 



— No. 22 . — 

(No. 3 . 508 / 52 .) 

Extract from Report of Captain lluband, Poor Law Inspector, to the 
Commissioners; dated 15th January 1852. 

N». 22 . From all that I have seen of ophthalmia in this and the adjoining union, I am 

inclined to think that it was more severe in these localities than elsewhere, and 
that in consequence an undue share of blame attached to the medical officers 
of the respective workhouses for what was really attributable to locality, and 
the habits of the population. I have seen persons admitted with ophthalmia 
already commenced in all the unions in my district, yet I never saw such bad 
cases as at Kanturk, Millstreet, and Macroom. These three unions are con- 
tiguous ; nowhere did I see such bad cases amongst the persons outside the 
workhouses. 



— No. 23. — 

(No. 3 . 508 / 52 .) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell, Medical Inspector; 
dated 27th January 1852. 

No. 23. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in 
Ireland have had under their consideration communications which they have 
received relating to the continued prevalence of ophthalmia amongst the inmates 
of several unions in the province of Munster, and they are desirous of 
availing themsleves of your services for the purpose of making inquiry on the 
subject. 

The Commissioners have accordingly given directions for the preparation of 
an order appointing you an inspector under the Poor Law Acts for one fort- 
night, to enable you to make inquiry regarding the treatment of ophthalmic 
patients in the hospitals of three unions, situate in the province referred to, in 
which loss of sight has occurred to a great extent. 

In the Millstreet Union 1,002 persons were treated in the workhouse for 
ophthalmia in the period between the month of June 1850, where persons were 
first admitted into a workhouse there, to the 1st December last, and upon the 
I 7 th instant there were 138 cases under treatment. 

Out of the 1,002 persons above referred to, 12 became totally blind, and 23 
lost the sight of one eye. 

In the Kanturk Union there were, in 1849, 301 cases of ophthalmia in 
the workhouse, and 521 cases in 1850. The Commissioners are not at present 
informed of the total number of cases treated in the workhouse in the year 
1851 ; but from a report made to the Board of Guardians in October last, it 
appears that out of 2,033 cases treated in the workhouse in the years 1849 and 
1850, and up to October 1851, 35 persons became totally blind, 81 persons 
blind of one eye, and in 60 cases vision was impaired. 

A report was made to the guardians on the 22d ultimo, by Dr. Scraggs, 
who was specially employed in the Kanturk Union, in which the number of 
cases of total loss of sight from the commencement of the epidemic to the 
time of his going to the union (a month previously) was stated to be 72 , and 
the number of cases permanently blind of one eye was stated to be 134. 

In the Tipperary Union, Mr. Lynch, Poor Law Inspector, informs the Com- 
missioners, that since the outbreak of the disease in 1849, upwards of 4,500 
cases have been treated in the workhouse, 170 of whom had lost the sight of 
one eye, and 93 the sight of both. 

The 
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The disease in all these unions is now much mitigated ; but the Commis- 
sioners nevertheless request that you will have the goodness to proceed to the 
Millstreet, Kanturk, and Tipperary Unions to inquire into the treatment of 
ophthalmic patients, in the hospitals there, and they wish the causes of the 
prevalence of the disease to be fully (investigated and reported on, and any 
arrangements suggested which you may think will alleviate its effects in 
future. 



— No. 24. — 

(No. 5, 425/52.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 22d January 1852. 

That, in reply to the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter, No. 3.304, dated the 
21st instant, they be informed that the suggestions of Surgeon Scraggs have 
been long since earned out as far as practicable. 



Copy Letter of the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 
dated 28th January 1852. 

* A “ directed, by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
ot the Poor in Ireland, to state, that they have had before them the resolution 
contained in minutes of proceedings of the Board of Guardians of Kanturk 
Union on 22d instant, informing the Commissioners, in reply to their letter 
of the 21st instant, that the suggestions of Surgeon Scraggs have been long 
since earned out as far as practicable ; and, in reference thereto, I am to state 
that the Commissioners will be obliged by being more specifically informed as 
to which ot the recommendations of Surgeon Scraggs the Board of Guardians 
have carried into effect. 

I am at the same time to inquire whether the Quarry-house auxiliary is 
still retained, or whether a more suitable place has been provided for an 
ophthalmic ward. 



(No. 6,826/52.) 



— No. 26. — 



Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated the 28th January 1852. 



That, in reply to the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter, No. 5,425, dated 
the 28th January instant, the Board beg to state that they are carrying out 
Surgeon Scraggs’ report, by removing the women affected with ophthalmia to 
the new workhouse hospital, which is now ready for them, and the male cases 
to the Tanyard. 

That Finn’s auxiliary workhouse he opened to receive scald-head boys, to 
afford room for the male ophthalmic cases in the Tanyard ; that Timothy Fahy 
he put in charge of it, at a salary at the rate of 6/. per annum, and second 
class rations, he being in charge there before. 



— No. 2 7 . — 

(No. 6,826/52.) 

Copy Report from G. P. Barry, Medical Officer, to the Guardians ; 
dated 

About the middle of last June your alarm had been excited by the con- 
tinuance of a very malignant form of prevalent ophthalmia, which prevailed 
through all departments of the establishment, and at a period when the house 
2 65* b 4 contained 



No. 34. 



No. 25. 



No. 26. 



No. 27. 
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contained a far less number than it was capable of accommodating, which 
proves that it could not be ascribed to overcrowding. 

You then resolved on the immediate removal of all recent cases of the disease 
to Kilcaskin auxiliary, anticipating that the green fields and country air would 
modify the character of this very destructive epidemic. The beneficial effects 
arising from the salubrity of that locality were in a great measure counteracted by 
the incommodious apartments in the different buildings there. 

Since June I ceased to have charge of the recent eye oases, my attention 
being since engaged in the treatment of the diseases incidental to the inmates 
of the central house, and the performance of surgical operations when re- 
quired. 

On the 23d December, the period having expired for which Dr. Scraggs’ 
services had been engaged, and after an interval of several months, I resumed 
the charge of the Quarry, in which are now 199 cases of ophthalmia, having 
beside the charge of all the inmates in the hospital of the main building. The 
Board promised me the temporary aid of an apothecary, as without the assist- 
ance of one, no physician could efficiently discharge all the duties, or become 
responsible for the success of his treatment. 

Dr. Scraggs and Mr. Wilde treat the epidemic as a disease of debility, and 
consider the redness of the eye to be the result of relaxation ; hence from the 
first seizure a nutritious dietary and tonics have been liberally administered. 

Up to the time of Dr. Scraggs’ departure, he states that there were 1 30 
recent cases treated by him, and that two eyes had been lost ; since then four 
other of his cases have met a similar fate, though each of those patients was 
similarly treated as regards medicine and regimen as Dr. Scraggs recom- 
mended. 

One hundred and twelve fresh cases have been under my charge since his 
departure ; out of those one has lost an eye, though the subject was a healthy 
one ; in this case the lid swelled enormously, and in some hours appeared like 
an abscess about to burst, at the same time a profuse discharge proceeded from 
the affected eye, not unlike glanders in the horse, and unless it was speedily 
removed, it caused an erysipelutous appearance on the part of the cheek it came 
in contact with. In this form of the complaint the eye is frequently disor- 
ganized in a few days. There are several cases similar to this at the female side, 
the issue of which is doubtful. There is no house in this neighbourhood 
adapted for an eye hospital ; still some place may be selected for convalescents, 
for whom change of air would be very beneficial. 



— No. 28.— 

(No. 6,826 15 - 2 .) 

Copy Letter from the Poor Law Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 
dated 7th February 1852. 

No. 28. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ire- 

land have had under their consideration the resolution passed at the meeting of 
the Board of Guardians of*Kanturk Union on the 28th ultimo, stating that the 
guardians are carrying out Surgeon Scraggs’ report, by removing the women 
affected by ophthalmia to the new workhouse hospital, and the male cases to 
the Tanyard. 

The Commissioners have also had under consideration the report froin 
Dr. Barry, a copy of which is attached to the Minutes, from which it appears 
112 fresh cases of ophthalmia had occurred in the workhouse since Sur- 
geon Scraggs’ departure from the union. 

Dr. Barry also refers to the necessity of providing the services of an apothe- 
cary to assist in the treatment of ophthalmic cases, and he observes that 
although there is no house in the neighbourhood adapted for an eye hospital, 
some suitable place might be selected for convalescents, for whom change of air 
Would, in his opinion, be beneficial. 

As regards the steps taken by the Board of Guardians on Surgeon Scraggs’ 
report, the Commissioners have to point out to the Board that that gentleman’s 
objections extended to the Tanyard auxiliary, as well as to the Quarry-house 1 
auxiliary, as an ophthalmic hospital. 

It 
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lescmce. ^ 086 aff “ ed by “■ and «° P"®«* ** » 

The Commissioners request, therefore, that the subject may continue to receive 
the guardians special attention; and they think that the providing a suSle 
place or places for the reception of ophthalmic patients, the employment of an 
apothecary , as recommended by Dr. Barry, and providing such additional 
clothing and diet, _ as well as malting arrangements for affording exercise to tile 
younger classes m the workhouse beyond the workhouse premises, should be 
immediately considered by the Board. 

The Commissioners take this opportunity of stating that they have instructed 
their medical inspector, Dr. Purcell, to make inquiry into the causes of the 
disastrous extent of the loss of vision which has occurred at ICanturk and as 
to the practicability of adopting steps to mitigate the severity of the disease. 



— No. 29.— 

(No. 6,826/52.) 

Copy Letter addressed by the Commissioners to Dr. Purcell , on the 7th 
February, enclosing to him Copy of their Letter to the Guardians, of same 
date. 

With reference to the letter already addressed to you, I am directed by the 
Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to 
forward herewith, for your information, a copy of a letter which has this day 
been sent to the Board of Guardians of Kanturk Union, relating to the con- 
tinued prevalence of ophthalmia amongst the inmates of the workhouse. 




— No. 30. — 

(No. 8,329/52.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 5th February 1852. 

Resolved, That, in accordance with Dr. Barry’s report, read at last meeting, 
that there is not a suitable or healthy house to put those recovering from 
ophthalmia into, that the Board advertise for a suitable house iu the immediate 
neighbourhood for that purpose. 



— No. 31. — 

(No. 9,692/52.) 

Extacts from Guardians’ Minutes; dated 12th February 1852. 

Resolved, That, on the recommendation of Dr. Purcell, medical inspector, No. 31. 
the clerk be directed to advertise for a resident apothecary, at a salary of 40 /. 
per annum, with apartments and rations ; the appointment to be inacle on the 
26th instant. 

That the clerk of works be directed to get the washing places, as recom- 
mended by Dr. Purcell, ready ; and that two shower-baths be procured for 
them ; and also that the steps be made from the girls’ schoolroom into the 
girls’ yard. 
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No. 32. 



No. 33. 



— No. 32. — 

(No. 10 . 192 / 52 .) 

Extract from Dr. Purcell' s Report ; dated 14th February 1852. 

In the workhouse and auxiliaries of this (Kanturk) union, I found 1 1 males 
and 78 females blind of both eyes, and 11 males and 134 females blind of one 
eye ; eight males and 104 females in hospital, under treatment; 30 of the latter 
are very bad, and likely to suffer the loss of one or both eyes. 

From the 2d to the 32th instant there were 20 new cases admitted; amongst 
these were six cases of relapse, one a boy. 

Since the removal of the ophthalmic cases from the Quarry auxiliary, the 
character of the disease has assumed a milder type ; no recent ease of the 
purulent form has occurred. 

The cause of the disease in this union is, in my opinion, clearly attributable 
to the overcrowding of the female side of the house, the want of judicious 
ablutions, and a deficiency of fuel, the damp and poisonous atmosphere of the 
overcrowded day-room, and the women’s spinning-room immediately under it. 

The latter had in it 440 females, contains 30,545 cubic feet of air, which 
allows only about 70 cubic feet for each person, and having no employment, 
they scarcely ever quit it. 

The girls’ schoolroom contains 16,194 cubic feet of air, and bad in it 304 
children, which allows only 5 1 cubic feet of air for each child ; and at about 
two o’clock each day 64 additional children come into it, from the embroidery 
school, to receive literary instruction, which reduces the quantity to 42 feet of 
air for each child. 

This schoolroom opens into the women’s day-room, the only way of ingress 
and egress ; the ventilators communicate, so that the foul air from the day- 
room passes into it. 

In the absence of any epidemic, the quantity of air above stated would be 
Insufficient for the maintenance of health. 

The present way for washing the male and female children is very objection- 
able and injurious : open troughs that are receptacles for all sorts of nuisance, 
and emit a very objectionable smell ; I suggest a covered-in wash-house on 
male and female side, with shower-bath and a small boiler in each, as it has 
been clearly shown that tepid shower-baths and judicious ablutions have been 
found most useful in checking the spread of ophthalmia. 

The Rock-house, Tanyard-lane, and Barrack auxiliaries ought to be cond emned, 
as unfit and uninhabitable, hut, in my opinion, the Tanyard-house is unobjection- 
able and healthy as an auxiliary. 

In order, therefore, to prevent the spread and continuance of ophthalmia in 
this union, I respectfully suggest the immediate necessity of relieving the 
overcrowded female side of the house ; this can he done by removing the school 
and embroidery girls to the Tanyard auxiliary, where there is ample and suitable 
accommodation. 

The young female children, amounting to 229 in number, crowded in the 
unhealthy Barrack auxiliary, to be sent to the one at Kilkaskin, a suitable place, 
with some little repairs, one mile from town, and placed in charge of an assis- 
tant schoolmistress. 

The sick males who are now occupying the Tanyard auxiliary, I would send 
to the main hospital, and those who are infirm, irrecoverably blind and malin- 
gerers, I would send to their proper places. 

I strongly impressed on the Board of Guardians the necessity of having a 
resident apothecary, an officer very much required in this establishment. 



— No. 33.— 

(No. 10 , 192 / 52 !) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 
dated 21 st February 1852. 

Referring to the correspondence which has taken place with the Board of 
Guardians of Kanturk Union relative to the continued prevalence of ophthalmia 
amongst the inmates of the workhouse, I am directed by the Commissioners for 

administering 
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administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland to state that fhev 
have received a report on the subject from Dr. Purcell medieol ■ 

Which he states that, upon his recent visit to the ™Vouse of 
Union, and the buildings used as auxiliary workhouses he found 1 1 ™ antui k 
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fon™ ee ? t *n aS j° f *™ rulent “PM’Winia having occurred; he attributes the ureva' 
lence of the disease to the overcrowding of the female side n f tho i )n „,£ . 1 " 
want of sufficient ablutions, and a deficiency of fuel. Dr. Purcell also adverts 
to the damp and noxious atmosphere of the overcrowded day-room and the 
women s spinning room immediately underneath it, and to the crowded stem 
of tile latter apartment, as well as the girls’ school™ m he v milatTon if whfoh 
^considers to be injuriously obstructed by its opening into 

Dr. Purcell further observes, that the present arrangement for 

male and female children is very objectionable and in *1™ and he s^Sesfo 
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Cdblj blind, and malingerer*, being sent to their proper wards. 

th P wnS’ CeU aIS ° recommends the appointment of an apothecary to 

SliJt ShSSrt"* the a0Ckh0USe ’ and Barrack 
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hv n tpnti l ° f G f Uard ' ans W] J l P ei ’ceive that this destructive disease is declared 
which 5 wl “tv m *! Ch P rofessional experience to have resulted from causes 
guardians, and the Commissioners 
^ quest the paiticular attention of the guardians to the statement of 
the cases of ophthalmia found in- the workhouse by Dr. Purcell ns showing 
he lamentable effects already produced by the neglect of the m2 at t™? 
disposal for preventing the spread of the disease. 

by Dr KJSlS’’, , taki , n S P recautio “fy m“™res similar to those suggested 
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? e °“ mml . ssloners , a S ain cal1 »P»n the Board at once to 
have been 2 . rn PS “ acco , rdance with the recommendations which 
nave been made to them to prevent the future spread of ophthalmia amongst 
the workhouse inmates, and to facilitate the recovery of those already attacked 



— No, 34. — 

(No. 10,192/52.) 

Copy Litter from tile Commissioners to Captain Huband, Poor Law 
Inspector ; dated 23d February 1852. 

rL AM r, dlre . Ct,id ’ b P the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 

to he feZ ” ZZ ‘° Wd &r ^ ittlmmiation, with ref« 

to the letter addressed to you on the 2 1st mstant, a copy of a letter which the 
Commissioners have addressed to the Board of Guardians of Kanturk Union, 
Smites. ^ ° f 16 preTaIence of ophthalmia amongst the workhouse 

26S ' c 2 The 
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The Commissioners have, in a separate communication, transmitting Dr. 
Purcell’s report, requested you to devote a vigilant attention to the manage- 
ment of the workhouses in Kanturlc Union ; and, in immediate reference to 
the spread of ophthalmia in this and other unions in your district, they desire 
* Sic in orig. The to recall to your notice the circular letter addressed to the inspectors of unions 
date should have on the treatment of ophthalmic patients, dated October 1850 * ; a copy of which 
been 1 March 1851^ j g enc l oge( j herewith. 



I. — Enclosure referred to. 

(No. 116— M/51.) 

(Miscellaneous.) 

Poor Law Commission Office, Dublin, 

Sir, 1 March 1051. 

Enclosure. The Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief of the Poor in Ireland desire 
to receive from you a report regarding any workhouses or auxiliary workhouses in your 
district in which ophthalmic disease may be prevalent, in a greater or less degree, at the 
present time. 

The occasional presence of this disease in workhouses inlo which large numbers of des- 
titute persons suffering under various diseases have been admitted, especially during the 
last four years, is no more than might be expected to occur ; but the Commissioners have 
reason to believe that during the latter part of that period ophthalmia has prevailed to a 
greater extent than previously, and that in a few unions the form of the disease lias been 
peculiarly severe, and .difficult to extirpate. 

So far as the results of the several cases treated in the workhouses are known to the 
Commissioners, they afford, on a general view, strong evidence of skilful and successful 
treatment on the part of the medical officers. 

The Commissioners are desirous, however, of pointing out to you, and through you to 
the Board of Guardians of any union under your superintendence in which ophthalmic 
disease may at any time prevail among the workhouse inmates to such an extent as to give 
it the appearance of an epidemic or endemic, that, however great the value of professional 
skill may be, as a means of alleviating and removing the disease, other most important and 
powerful means of arresting its progress are in the hands of the Boards of Guardians 
themselves, who, in the opinion of the Commissioners, are bound to use every precaution 
in their power, not only to place patients so attacked under circumstances the most favour- 
able for their curative treatment, but also to prevent, if possible, the spread of the disease 
to other inmates. 

There is little doubt that among the predisposing causes of this complaint there are two 
which are peculiarly and inevitably incidental to the relief of destitute persons ill work- 
houses ; that is to say, constitutional weakness induced by previous privation ; and, secondly, 
the necessity of lodging and maintaining persons so circumstanced in common wards and 
dormitories, and limiting their means of exercise to spaces enclosed by walls. 

In making this remark, it is not intended to suggest the possibility of removing these 
disadvaniages, but merely to point out the extreme importance, in reference to this as to 
other epidemics, of not permitting the dormitories, day-rooms, and yards of a workhouse 
to be occupied by a larger number of persons than can be conveniently and properly accom- 
modated in them. 

There are other matters within the province, and dependent on the will, of the Board of 
Guardians which have a most important bearing on this disease, and which, like the extent 
of accommodation, have reference to the general condition of the inmates at large; for 
example, ventilation both of dormitories and day-rooms, on approved principles, so as to 
provide a constant succession of pure air without violent changes of temperature ; suffi- 
ciency of clothing and bed covering; sufficiency of food, accompanied by as much variety 
in diet as may be practicable ; constant, suitable, and wholesome employment ; and, above 
all, a scrupulous attention to the cleanliness of the apartments, yards, clothing, and persons 
of the inmates. 

To individual cases of inmates attacked by the disease, the preceding observations apply 
with double force. No precaution tending to increase the general comfort and condition 
of the patients, in regard to diet, warmth, exercise, and cleanliness, can be omitted without 
prejudice to the chances of a speedy and total recovery. It is to be expected, therefore, 
of ihe guardians, that on the occurrence of isolated cases, the suggestions of the medical 
officer on any of the above points should be scrupulously attended to and promptly carried 
out ; and it is the wish of the Commissioners that such suggestions should be at all times 
invited, and the medical officer led to feel that he cannot duly discharge himself of his 
official responsibility otherwise than by freely representing to the guardians his opinion 
on such points. No description of economy can be more falsely conceived than that which 
is based on any unwillingness to incur expense in arresting the progress of ophthalmia on 
its appearance in a workhouse ; for, independently of the certain and prolonged destitution 
incurred by loss of eyesight in individual cases, the most efficient curative measures, iu the 
individual case, afford the surest means of preventing the communication of disease to 
other inmates. 

The 
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By order of tile Commissioners, 

(signed) IF. Stanley, Secretary. 
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(No. 12,96752.) No. 36 . 

Extract from Guardians' Minutes; dated 2Gth February 1852 . 

„ (Medical Owicer’s Report.) 
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(sign ed) G. P. Barry. 

— No. 37 . - 



No. 35. 



No. 36. 
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No. 37. 

* Sic. in orig. 



No. 38. 



No. 39. 



— No. 37- — 

(No. 12,967/52.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 26th February 1852. 

(Observations or Guardians on Dr. Purcell’s Statement.) 

That, in reply to the Poor Law Commissioners’ letter, No. 10,192, dated the 
21st of February instant, relative to Dr. Purcell’s report, the Board cannot 
agree with that portion of it which states that ophthalmia resulted from causes 
which*, within the control of the guardians, as they did everything in their 
power not only to avert the disease, but also to cure it, by requesting the Com- 
missioners to send additional medical aid, which proved ineffectual. With regard 
to the other part of the letter, the recommendations of Dr. Purcell have, in 
most instances, been carried into effect, and are still in progress, the Board 
having gone to some considerable expense in taking Curragh auxiliary work- 
house for the younger children, in consequence of the had state of repair in 
which the house at Kilcasliin is in, which renders it useless as an auxiliary 
workhouse. The Board beg further to refer the Commissioners to the Minutes, 
by which they will perceive that the reasonable suggestions of the medical men 
have been invariably attended to, the diet, clothing, &c., being increased when 
recommended ; and as a proof that their efforts have not been ineffectual, the 
disease has considerably decreased, the numbers being now 60, instead of 220, 
and the disease itself assuming a much milder form, in confirmation of which, 
the Board beg to refer the Commissioners to the medical officer’s report of 
this date. 



— No. 38. — 

(No. 16,949/52.) 

Extract from Guardians’ Minutes ; dated 11th March 1852. 

(Medical Officer’s Report.) 

There were 31 admissions in ophthalmia up to the 10th; the appearance 
of the disease continues mild amongst those ; there were three relapses. There 
have been 10 deaths, nine males and one female, which were chiefly confined 
to chronic cases. I apprehend that the mortality will not be materially de- 
creased for a month, as a great number of incurables still occupy the hospital 
and infirm wards. 

(signed) Gerard P. Barry. 



— No. 39 . — 

(No. 16,949/52.) 

Copy Letter from the Commissioners to the Board of Guardians ; 
dated 16th March 1852. 

I am directed, by the Commissioners for administering the Laws for Relief 
of the Poor in Ireland, to acknowledge the receipt of minutes of proceedings 
of the Board of Guardians of the Kanturk Union on the 11th instant, contain- 
ing a report from the medical officer of the workhouse relating to the cases 
of ophthalmia in the houses, and, in reference thereto, I am to request you to 
be good enough to state each week, in the space for observations on the return 
of workhouse inmates attached to the minutes, the number of ophthalmic, 
patients under treatment. 
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